centuries later.
8 During Peter's stay in Amsterdam Witsen was working on another book which was to provide detailed descriptions of several countries and regions of the world, including Central Asia, Northern Persia, the Caucasus, the Crimea, China and Japan. Russia, with its eastern regions, was to occupy the central place in this publication. To have the Russian tsar as a consultant on his own country was a real stroke of luck for the author.
Two large volumes of this book were published in 1705. They were beautifully illustrated, supplied with maps and detailed descriptions of many Russian cities and towns, geographic features, traditions and habits. As a source for his information Witsen often gave 'the Russian court'. This clearly meant Peter. Naturally, he dedicated his book 'To Tsar and Great Prince Piotr Alekseevich'. 
Zemnovodnogo kruga kratkoie opisanie iz staryia i novyia geografii po voprosam i otvetam, chrez Iagana Gibniera sobrannoie i na nemetskom dialekte v Leiptsige napechatano. A nyne poveleniem Velikogo Gosudaria Tsaria Velikogo kniazia Petra Pervogo Vserossiiskogo Imperatora pri nasledstvennom blagorodneishem Gosudare Tsareviche Petre Petrovihe na rossiiskom napechetano v Moskve (A Short Desctiption of the Land and Seas Globe and a New Geography Arranged by Questions and Answers by Iagan Gibner, collected and published in Leipzig in the German Dialect. And Now by Order of His Great Majesty Tsarevitch Piotr Pietrovich Printed in Moscow in Russian)
. Leta Gospodnia 1719, v aprele mesiatse (1719, April).The German original: J Hubner, Kubrze Fragen aus der Alten und Neuen Geographie. Leipzig, 1693. author's lifetime and more later. Hübner called the southern part of the African continent 'Cafferia' and wrote that it was situated 'on both sides of the Cape of Good Hope'. He also described the important Dutch fortress at the Cape as 'the door to East India'. The book was translated and published on Peter's order.
In 1723 Peter decided to send an expedition of two ships around the southern tip of Africa to Madagascar and, if and when this had been achieved, even further, to India. The details of the expedition were top secret. Few people, even among those involved, knew the whole plan. It was forbidden to discuss anything connected with it before the expedition started -and the more so after it failed. Some of these secrets, however, left traces in the archives. For this important mission Peter chose two frigates, the Amsterdam-Gallei and De
Kroon de Liefde, bought in Holland. There were several Dutchmen among the officers, and Admiral JV Hooft, another Dutchman and the commanding ensign in Revel (now Tallinn, the capital of Estonia), oversaw the preparations.
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The ships left the port of Rogervick (close to Revel) on 21 December 1723, carrying
Peter's letter 'To the Highly Revered King and Sovereign of the Glorious Island of Madagascar'. 13 The king of Madagascar did not exist. The letter was in fact addressed to the leader of the pirate community which at that time made Madagascar their base. A few years earlier the pirates had sought protection in several European countries, and Peter, having found out about this, decided to invite them, as experienced seamen, to Russia. As far as India was concerned, the instruction to the expedition's commander was to persuade 'the allpowerful Mogol' to trade with Russia.
None of these ambitious plans materialised. Almost immediately the ships were caught in a storm. The flagship, Amsterdam-Gallei, started leaking so badly that the expedition had to be halted. It was not just bad luck: the expedition was prepared in haste and thus badly.
The Tsarina's Expedition and that of the Run-away Criminals
Catherine the Great, who reigned from 1762 to 1796, considered herself the successor to Peter's ideas and deeds. In some ways she was. She cared no less than Peter about the territorial expansion of Russia and about keeping an eye on its acquisitions. One of her initiatives was to send an expedition to Kamchatka -not to implement Peter's unfulfilled plan, but with a much more pragmatic purpose. She wanted to affirm Russia's sovereignty 12 Davidson and Makrushin, Zov dalnikh morei, pp 11-142; Obshchii morskoi spisok (The General Navy List), vol I, St Benyowski's memoirs leave the impression that the travellers were not particularly interested in these (or any other) new lands. With few exceptions they were not natural adventurers and the trip was taking a hard toll on them. By the end the majority had only one dream: to get home as soon as possible, and at any cost. Having finally reached Paris, many wrote to Catherine asking for permission to return and blaming Benyowski for their misbehaviour.
The Empress was magnanimous, as in this case magnanimity was the only way to avoid bad publicity. Were the fugitives to stay abroad, their stories could have damaged Catherine's image as an 'enlightened ruler' which she assiduously cultivated in Europe. They were pardoned, but once they reached Russia, they were sent straight back to Siberia and Kamchatka without the right of return to the European part of the country. They were also forbidden to speak about their adventures so as not to tempt anyone to follow their example.
Benyowski, of course, did not return. He stayed in France and joined the French army, thus becoming a threat in Catherine's eyes -and yet another reason why her thoughts turned to an expedition to Kamchatka. But instead of leading the French to Kamchatka he was sent to Madagascar at the head of a group of volunteers, which included eleven or twelve from his previous voyage. These were Ivan Uftiuzhaninov, a priest's son, two sailors, Potolov and Andreianov, Andreianov's wife, six workers, and a former shop assistant from Kamchatka.
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All these Russians were to see the Cape again, some more than once. showed his wounded arm to me. In his own words, the wound was inflicted while he was shooting Bushmen or savage Hottentots. He continued his horrid story without a shade of shame, adding that local inhabitants often get together, and having found a dwelling of poor savages, surround it at night. When the unfortunates leave their huts, terrified by gun shooting, they kill the older ones, and capture the youngsters, who remain their slaves for good.'
Even irrespective of such brutalities, Lisianski did not think highly of Cape colonists.
'Having spent more than half a year here,' he wrote, 'I met no Cape resident who could be called an intellectual... It is true that if they are not making money they must be asleep. Mr
Vaillant was not far from the truth when he wrote in his Travels that he "never met so many fools inhabiting one place, and such a good place at that, as the Cape of Good Hope".' Collingwood. In theory the Russians were free, although Golovnin had to sign an obligation to stay at the Cape until his request to proceed was considered in London. A year passed, and there was no reply from London. Golovnin's funds were coming to an end. The British did not feel obliged to feed his men, as they were not prisoners. Golovnin decided to escape. He chose a stormy and misty night, the crew cut the anchors, and the Diana set off. The sloop was slow and it took three and a half hours to sail out of Golovnin's notes were not those of a tourist, but of a seaman. He described the goods that seamen could get in the colony, the tricks that traders used when they supplied ships, ways to find everything necessary cheaply without agents, food prices and the cost of other 
Russian Grand Duke in Cape Town
The reason was not so much Alexei's title as a romantic story that followed him. It was said that the Grand Duke had either married, or was about to marry a girl who was just a maid of honour of his mother, the Empress Maria Nikolaievna. The girl's name was Sasha
Zhukovskaya and she was a daughter of Vasili Zhukovsky, who occupied a high position in the Russian court as the former tutor of Alexei's father, Tsar Alexander II. Zhukovsky was a famous poet and was credited not only with introducing Romanticism to Russian literature, but also with instilling liberal values into the head of his student, which purportedly led to the reforms which Alexander initiated in the 1860s. But, however famous, Zhukovsky was just a poet and on top of that, the illegitimate son of an ordinary landowner. Poor Sasha was definitely not a match for a prince, even if only the fourth in line to the throne. 
A Pondo Chief Seeks the Protection of the Russian Tsar
By the late nineteenth century Russians were a common sight at the Cape. But had anybody heard of them further inland? Were they known at all to the African population? It appears that both questions may be answered in the affirmative.
We found the following letter in a Moscow archive. 42 It was handwritten, and both its handwriting and grammar were so difficult that we had to seek help in deciphering it. 43 It was Sir I again write, to you, I wish to explain our present position As a Nation. We are independent Nation subject to no other power up to the present Self Independent.
The Pondo Nation now ask to be protected by you. The English Government wants 40 Petergof -a small town in the suburbs of St Petersburg with a summer palace belonging to the royal family. Most likely, the main origin of this letter was a rumour about the Russians that spread among the Xhosa in the wake of the Crimean War. In 1857 the Xhosa heard that somewhere in the north some 'Russians' were fighting against the British and that they were willing to come to the Xhosas' aid. These rumours were sparked by the news that 49 The meaning of letter 'W' in the text is not clear. Whatever the sources of his information, it could only confirm and reinforce the impression of the 30-year-old rumour: the Russians were enemies of the British, they were fighting against them, and sometimes won. Hence, it was to them that he turned for help.
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Russian Immigration to South Africa
The late nineteenth century saw the arrival of the first substantial wave of immigration to South Africa from Russia. 68 The main speaker at the official opening of the Jewish Board of Deputies in 1903 was the Cape governor, Lord Milner. 69 Any participation by such highranking officials in similar Jewish ceremonies in Russia was unthinkable. Of course, these were just words, but Jews certainly felt more welcome in South Africa than in Russia. 
Leo Tolstoy and Mohandas Gandhi
South African Mining and Russia
The first office of a South African mining company, De Beers, was opened in Russia on 8 September 1992. But mutual interest between the two countries in one another's mining was already more than a century old.
In 1890 the mining engineer Kitaev, director of the Ural Mining School, was sent to the What I have seen in the Transvaal is interesting not only in itself, but also because we can apply it with great benefit. The process of treating gold ore with the cyanide calcium as it is used in South Africa is one of the novelties. In combination with the process used by 'Siemens and Halske' it constitutes a method which can be easily used to treat dumps which now form mountains at our gold mines, let alone the fact that these methods make the use of expensive chlorination treatment almost 
